[Inequality, poverty, and childhood health and nutritional conditions in Northeast Brazil].
This cross-sectional study analyzes the relationship between gradients of social inequalities and the household environment and health and nutritional conditions among 2,001 preschool children in ten counties (municipalities) in the State of Bahia, Brazil. The analysis used multinomial multivariate logistic regression. Children in the middle and lower tertiles on the poverty scale had significant and increasing odds of living in a household headed by a woman, an unemployed father, a mother with </= years of schooling, more than one child sharing the same bed, severe stunting, and retinol consumption below the median as compared to those in the upper tertile. More than one child in the home, weight deficit, and lipid consumption below the median were also significantly associated with the poorest tertile. Specific emergency health policies and measures must be implemented to minimize the burden imposed by poverty and social inequalities on childhood health and nutrition.